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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 

---000--- 


ARMY FLYERS CREATE NEW ALTITUDE RECORD 


Rising to a height of 37,854 feet, two Army airmen, Captain St. Clair 
Streett, pilot, anc Captain Albert W. Stevens, observer and photographer, created 
a new altitude record, in that they asceried to the highest mark above the ground 
ever reached by an airplane carrying more than one occupant. 

While the above flight was made on October lOth last, the two recording baro- 
graphs carried in the plane, both of which functioned verfectly, have just been 
calibrated by the U.S. Bureru of Standards and the Air Corps informed of the re- 
sult by the National Aeronautic Association. Mo categories for record flights 
in planes carrying more than one oceurant have been established by the Federation 


feronautique Internationale, the world's aeronautical governing body, under the 
belief that the creation of such additional categories would serve to introduce 


endless complications. The two-man altitude mark established by ene Streett 
and Stevens will, therefore, ccnstitute an unofficial record only. 

The present altitude record for airplanes (38,418 feet) was made by Lieut. 
C¢.C. Champion, U.S. Navy, at the laval Air Station, Anacostia, D.C., July 45, 
1927. It will thus be seen that Captains Streett and Stevens only missed by 564 
feet of matching the official world's altitude record for heavier-than-air craft. 
Air Corps officers are of the belief that, had Captain St-reett been the sole oc- 
cupant of the plane on this particular flight, he woula have created a new. 
world's altitude record. The purpose of the flight, however, was not to create 
a new altitude record byt to test camera equipment in the rarefied atmosphere 
as well as to experiment with a new method of obtaining altitude measurements 
by means of photographs. Relieved of the weight of Caytain Stevens and the 
photographic equipment carried along, the Liane would have been some 225 pounds 
lighter. In altitude flights, an additional weight of such proportions, especial- 
ly when reaching the thin oir strata, proves no mean handicap. 

The airplane piloted by Captain Strectt vas the XCO-5, the same one which 
had been used by former Lieut. John A. Macready and Licut. Wm. EH. Bleakley, Air 
Corps, on their previous altitude flights. It was equipped with the latest type 
supercharger, The airmen took off from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, at 11:00 a.nm., 

and returned to their home base at 5:00 ».m. When their supply of gasoline be- 
came exhausted they vere about scven miles avove sea level. 

It may appear rather strange that the pilot apparently miscalculated the 
length of time he was in the air and permitted his gasoline suoply to become ex-~ 
housted. As a mattcr of fact, however, Deme Nature took matters into her own 
hands and kept the flyers in the air against bheir will. ‘The intense cold at 
the ceiling of the plane had shrunk tne metal parts of the throttle and super- 
charged controls to such an eatent that tliey were immovable. It was not until 
Captain Streett finally managed to reach about 34,000 feet that the cold abated 
sufficiently to permit the controls to again become movable. When this came to 
pass,the gasoline supniy had been used up, and there was nothing left to do but 
to make a long glide for it in order to reach torra firma again. 

Captain Streett calculated that he would be able to glide back to Dayton, 
but adverse wind currents brought the plane down in a dead stick landing near 
Rushville, Indiana, 70 miles from the i they ran out of gasoline. Hefe they 


_ shed their heavy clothing, obtained 50 gallons of gasoline, and took off for 


Wright. Field. 

The liquid oxygen used on. the flight functioned perfectly. The supply 
proved more than ample, and no ill effects whatever were experienced by the air- 
men during their sojourn into the intensely cold upper air regions. 

Despite the intense cold at the ceiling of “the plane, Captain Stovens was 
able to manipulate his canera without the. leest bit of difficulty. A small 
gadget, slightly larger than a rifle cartridge, enabled. him to move. his fingers 
as — as though he had been working on the ground, This cartridge is a 
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miniature electric heater slipped into an asbestos pocket across the fingers of 
the heavy leather mittens, designed to enable the observer to use his hands at 
‘all times for camera work at high altitudes. Just to test the effectiveness of 
this little device, which was fed from the ignition battery, Cantain Stevens mo- 
mentarily slipped it off one hand. The moment he did so, however, his fingers 
started to become hub. 

The airmen wore electrically heated gog% 2s. A 3/8-inch hole just over the 
pupil of the eye in each lens was drilled in srder to enable the wearer to see 
in the event the rest of the lens became coated with frost. The condition anti- 
cipated became an actuality during the flight. hon the plane reached the upper 
air regions where the intense cold prevailed, the gogeles became coated with 
frost. Had it not been for the small hole drilled in each lens, the airmen 
would not have been able to sec at all. As it was, they were forced to cock 
their heads ih all directions in order to see any given object. 

The story of the flight is best tol.. in the words of Cantain Stevens; 

"\ plane will climb to practically its maxirmm ceiling cciling in an hour. 
Captain Streett and I had agreed that at tho end of an hour an extra 25 mimutes 
would be snent trying to cet a few hundred or few thousand feet more. We took 
off at a little after eleven o'clock, Every two minutes we took readings of 
time, indicated altitude and temperature, and made a vertical yhotogranh from 
which later to calculate the actual altitude. lLIverything wont fine, and at the 
end of. an hour and 20 mimtes I was elated to see the hand of the altimeter in 
my cockpit.approach the 40,000-foot mark. 

"For the next five mimtes I was very busy making as many exposures as pos- 
sible, and at the end of this time the hand vas at 40.200. This meant that wo 
were at about 37,500 feet above sea level, yardstick measure. I turned and tap- 
ped Streett on the shoulder, this being the signal previously arranged that time 
was up. ' 

"Streett had been experimenting with different air speeds, and was climbing 
at the time at between 52 and 54 miles an hour, indicated. He nosed the plano 
down, the air syeed mounted to 95 miles, and looking back into my own cockpit, I 
saw the hand drop baclx in a few mimtes to 37,500 feet and later to 34,000. The 
temperature, which had been 76 below Fahrenheit, or 60 below centigrade, rose 
to mims 48 centigrade. Seventeen minutes later we were still at 34,000 feet 
and, to my amazement, 24 minutes from the time we had started our descent, we 
were at 34,700, indicated. 

"TI thought to myself: 'Streett certainly mst like this thin air wp here. 
Why in thunder coesn't he reduce the engine speed and get us down out of here. 
Doesn't he know that at this rate re haven't hardly any gasoline left?! 

"From time to time I looked over his shoulder, saw the engine was running 
at full throttle, with full sunercharger on, that our air speed was still over 
90, and that we weren't losing altitude; in fact, we were gaining a little. I 
could sce him pull on the throttle levers from time to time, and noticed that 
one of them was twisted out of vosition. What had han»ened was that the intense 
cold during the comparatively long stay at ceiling had shrunk the metal parts of 
throttle and supercharged controls so that they were ixmovable. That is,Captain 
Streett could not shut the engine off. Furthermore, he did not dare to inter- 
mittently cut the ignition switches, for this would have let a flood of raw gas 
into the supercharger passages, and likely cause a fire. To cut them completely 
would mean very likely a ruined engine, and certainly a frozen radiator. So he 
kept flying, trying to force the plane lower with engine. : Due to the low factor 
of safety of a slane of this tyme, he could not raise the air speed to more than 
95 miles per hour in a glide; and yet, at this syeed, or a lower sveed, it start- 
ed to clim> again. 

"In short, we couldn't get dowm below 34,000. Although the temperature was 
48 below centigrade, it was relativcly warmer, and the controls finally became 
movable, but too late, for the engine had begun to sputter. Captain Streett 
closec the radiator shutters, pulled back the throttle, and we began to drop. 

"The propeller still turned ranidly from the wush of the plane, and at in- 
tervals a few spoonfuls of gasoline would slop fro the practically empty tank 
into the carburetor line, as the plane lurched into air-pockets. With the 
ignition switchés still of, the engine would sputter from time to time, and for- 
tunately kept warm enough to keep the cylinder jackets from freezing. 

"In this fashion we glided from 34,000, and at 20,000 the engine quit com 
pletely. At one time we were almost over Indianapolis and, although our glide 
was headed in the direction of Deyton,. we were still 75 miles away when the 
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ground began to loom up close. From our tremendous altitude, Strectt had plonty 
of time to look tho country ovor, and had docided on ane of the Iargest fields in 
view, a field half a mile long and 30 rods wide. 

"Now a plane of this type has no air feel at all, compared to regular planes. 
In other words, it flics like a barn door. Consequently, it was a really remark- 
able feat when the Captain flew by the end of the field, banked the long wings of 
the plane at 60 degreos, did a 270 degree turn, landed with a dead stick, rolled 
to a stop, and still had two-thirds of the field left. 

"We shed our heavy flying clothes, got 50 gllons of high test gasoline from 
the nearest town, Rushville, Indiana, and at 4 o'clock took off for Wright Field, 
where we landed before five o'clock. We still had over 10 pounds of liquid oxygon 
left.in our vacuum jacketed vaporizers. This happens to be the first flight ever 
made entirely with liquid oxygen, without compressed oxygen also being carried as 
a safety factor, and demonstrates the degroe of reliability of the apparatus which 
had been designed by the Materiel Division of the Air Corps." 

The following editorial, which recently appeared in a newspaper of prominenge 
and long standing, may prove of interest in connection with Captain Stevens' story 
of the flight: 

"Of all incredible mishaps, the one which even Baron Maunchausen forgot to 
mention has just befallen two of the Arny flyers at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 
Captains Streett and Stevens attained a height of 40,200 feet and then could not 
come down. It is explained that the throttle was frozen. But when two expert 
aviators had to sail around until their fuel was exhausted, they mao lamentably 
like the celebrated motorists of the carly days who circled tho block eighty-seven 
times because he had forgotten how to stop." 

This particular editorial writer is evidontly not very familiar with the 
history of Arny aviation, otherwise he would have remembered that Captain Street 
was the leader of the New York to Nome, Alaska, flight back in 1920. Knowledge 
of this fact would have deterred him from even thinking it strange that Captain 
Streett cruised along in the frigid atmosphere until a cead engine forced him 
down. Captain Street has to his crodit soveral years of service with the First 
Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemons, Mich., and they say that it gets 
pretty cold up-there in the dead of winter. As a cold weather flyer, the 
Captain has few, if any, equals among American aviators. ins 

Seriously speaking, however, it is just too bad that this partimlar “-; 
newspaper ha® not yet reached the stage where «it considersaviation of suffi- 
cient importance to assign a man with a knowledge of this. science to write the 
editorials and other material relating thereto. 

In the first part of this article mention was made of the utilization of 
high altitude photographs as a means of obtaining altitude measurements. To il- 
lustrate this new systen of altiture measurement, if three or more points on the 
ground are shown, the distances between which are known, from accurate ground 
survey data, by. measuring the distance of the image separations on the negative 
and knowing the distance from the negative to the optical center of the lens in 
the camera (the focal length), the problem of the length of the perpendicular 
dropped from the lens to the ground becomes a. geometric one of similar triangles, 
and can be figures in feet or “Hoters to within one-tenth of one percent mashe- 
matical accuracy. — ¥ 

Captain Stevens plans to ‘ple a uieiinatt tines of the results obtained through 
camera calculations with those obtained from the barograph formula used by 
Statisticians in the Bureau of. meen: His eames will no doubt prove very 
interesting. 

An official eaanete was aac received on the high altitude photographic 
flight made on September 23rd by Lieut. James H. Doolittle, pilot, accompanied by 
Cantain Albert W. Stevens, observer and yhotographer. The purpose of this flight 
was to test photographic and certain other high altitude equipment, and the alti- 


‘tude reached was 37,200 feet, as determined from preliminary calculations of 


photographs , subject to a check of the focal length of the lens. 

The ascent consumed one hour and 25 mimtes, including 20 mimites at the | 
ceiling of the plane. The descent to the ground required 45 mimtes. It appears 
that the oxygen carried was not sufficient for the two occupants of the plane. 
Captain Stevens temporarily lost consciousness, and Lieut. Doolittle became semi- 
unconscious just before turning the nose of the plane downward, Both revived com- 


pletely as lower altitudes were reached. 
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At the maximm altitude, a temperature of 57 degrees below zero, Centigrade, 
(-70.6 deg. Fahr.) was encountered. The clock froze, as did one of the spirit 
levels of the camera, also a spot on Captain Stevens' cheek. Lieut. Doolittle 
found the controls extremely hard to manipulate because of the extreme cold. 

The camera was covered with ice. 

The plane piloted by Lieut. Doolittle was the Materiel Division XCO~5, which 
was used by Lieut. Macready in 1927 in making his world record altitude flight. 
Eighteen photographs were obtained, several from the peak height. In spite of a 
scattering of clouds at 6,000 fect, they show the highways and outstanding struc- 
tures of the territory beneath with remarkable clarity. So distinct are these 
pictures, in fxct, that they could stand enlargement to ten diameters. Under war 
conditions they would be of untold military value. The area covered by the ex- 
posure is 33 square miles. 

The military value of high altitude photographs has been proven heretofore, 
however, and on this expedition they were taken to serve a new purpose. The com 
putation of altitudes in terms of feet or meters has always been worked out ona 
necessarily theoretical basis. The barograph (recording altimeter) records are 
taken, and from a fixed forrmla in which average temperatures for the different 
altitudes are arbitrarily assumed, the particular altitude in question is worked 
out. This method adopted by the Federation Aeronautique Internationale for cal- 
culating height in feet or meters is simply a method, not necessarily accurate 
according to tape line measurements, but it being impracticable to drop a tape 
line dowa perpendicularly from 35,000 feet or so, or in any other way to obtain 
actual physical measurements, it arrives at as nearly an accurate reckoning as is 
possible with the knowledge at hand. hese computations invariably bring about 
a change in the altitude as shown on the barograph, the correction usually bring. » 
ing the figure downward. Nor do the different organizations always agree on ‘the 
results. In 1921, for instance, in computing Lieut. Macready's altitude record, 
the altimeter reading was 41,200 feet. Calibrations worked out by the Bureau of. 
Standards brought the figure down to 39,000 feet. Later, under another method 
of computation, the figure was reduced to 37,800 feet and, finally, under the 
F.A.I., it was computed as 34,509 feet. 

It is not desired to give the impression that the photographic method of cal- 
culation will take the place of that obtained from the barograph for high altitude 
work. From the standpoint of the airplane and supercharger designers, it would be 
far more valuable to know the measure of air density through which a plane is ca- 
pable of operating than the actual physical distance above the ground it has at- 
tained. It is possible that a plane might climb to a certain altitude one day, 
which, because of different air density conditions, it could not reach on another. 
Consequently, the high altitude engineer must work for a plane which will travel 
through the medium of lightest air rather than for one which will travel the 
greatest mumber of feet above the earth. Just how frequently these two conditions 
would tally is not certainly known, and it is expected that the photographic com 
putations in conjunction with the F.A.I. computations will throw mich light on 
this subject. 

For the computation of altitude records in terms of public understanding and 
to obtain the actual height in tape line feet or meters, it would seem that the 
photographic method would be invaluable. and, as a minor consideration, with of- 
ficials getting the camera and focal length dimensions before take-off and taking 
possession of the film upon descent, the possibility of dispute or fraud would be 
completely eliminated. 

Twe types of goggles were tested, one, electrically heated, the other 4 
double lens type with an air space between the lenses. The former were quite 
successful, but the inner lens of the latter frosted over from the moisture from 
the skin and eyes and finally became opaque. Captain Stevens had drilled a 3/8- 
inch hole just over the pupil of the eye in each lens of a pair of standard 
goggles, which it is thought will enable him to see through when the rest of the 
lens is frosted, with sufficient protection to the eye ta obviate injury. 

Electric heating devices have been applied to the clock and the camera, also 
the miniature heater, in the shape of a cartridge, for keeping the hands warm, 
and which has already been previously mentioned. These electrical installations 
use remarkably little power from the 12-volt system. The clock takes 9 watts, the 
camera 40 watts, the gloves 10 watts each, and the goggles, having no insulation, 
take 40 watts. 
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99TH OSSERVATION SQUADRON TO 32 RECONSTITUTED 


The 99th Observation Squadron, which is to be reconstituted on November lst 
next. at Mitchel Field, N.Y., was organized August 21, 1917, at agen fl Field, San 
Antonio, Texas, under the cormand of lst Licut. W.T. White, A.S., 0.2.C., and on 
November 14th of that year, under the command ‘of Captain Wn. E. Goodran, n> 
embarked on the White Star liner CEDRIC for‘England.. It arrived at Tours, 
France, on December l2th, it beinz the first complete American aero squadron to 
arrive at the 2nd Aviation Instruction Center. 

Men were assigned to special duty in various training departments, and they 
became familiar with the foreign types of planes and motors with which they were 


soon to have exnerience at the front. Lieut. Andrew W. Shiland took command of 


the Squadron on February 25, 1918, and on Marcn 30th was succeeded by Major 
Arthur R. Christie. The Squadron, composed of threo officers and 136 men, left 
March llth for Haussimont on the Marne, where hangars were erected and prepara- 


‘tions made for the arrival of pilots and planes. 


On March 2drd, 18 pilots with Sopwith lA2 planes, landed and reported for 
duty. Of the original pilots who were members of this squadron at Haussimont, 
only one is still in the service - Captain Horace N. Heisen, Air Corps, who is 
now on duty with the drd Attack Group at Fort Crockett, Texas. 

Shortly afterwards, with the assignment of observers to the Squadron, it 
was ready to commence work over the enemy lines as a corpletely equipped American 
Observation Squadron. 

Aerial work started on April ist, the planes of the 99th working in conjunc- 
tion with the 3rd Field Artillery Observation School at Mailly, France. This 
work continued daily until May 3lst, when the Squadron was ordered to Amanty, 
France, for station. Here it was joined by additional observers, and actual 
operations over the enemy lines were started. 

During the month of June a mmber of flights were made over the enemy lines, 
the one on June eend beiag a memorable one in that all of the three planes flown 
on a reconiaissance mission returned to the home airdrome with inmame rable holes 
in the wings, thus attesting to the accuracy of the enemy anti-aircraftbatteries. 

On July lst the Squadron was ordered to Inxueil-les-Baine, being the first 
American unit to arrive at this placo. Hero throo more observers joined the 
organization, and acrial work commenced immediately with the 5th Corps Infantry 
Liaison School. Pilots and observers of the Squadron worked with members of the 
285th Spad (French) Squadron at Corcieux, France, in order to learn the St. Die 
Sector. 

During the latter part of July, reconnaissance flights were made alrost dail; 
over the enemy lines, and several com»ats were had with enemy airmen. On July 
24th a flight of the 99th Squadron, under the conmand of Lieut. Lyle S. Powell, 
was transferred te Dogneville, taking over the sector which had Deen occupied by 
the 285th Escadrille (French). 

The first photographic mission of the 99th Squadron over the enemy lines 
was made on July 3lst, when 24 exposures were taken, all successful, of different 
tarts of the sector. Lieuts. Llewellyn and Hill, who wer? on protection on this 
mission, had a combat with a German airman flying an Albatross, but without re- 
sult. On the afternoon of the same day another nhotographic mission by the same 
pilots resulted in 36 successful exposures being made. 

Various other photographic, reconnaissance and other missions were made dur- 
ing the month of August, and information of great value obtained. Several planes 
of the Squadron were badly damaged by anti-aircraft fire. On one of the missions, 
flown by Lieut. Frank A. Llewellyn, with Lieut. R.E. Neel as observer, they were 
subjected to heavy fire from 15 anti-aircraft machine guns and several batteries 
of anti-aircraft artillery. The plane was struck by a number of machine gun 
bullets, one of which cut the rudder and elevator control wires and caused the 
rudder to jam. The broken control wire was held and operated by Lieut. Neel under 
the direction of the pilot. Operating the machine in this manner, the airmen cor- 
timed their liaison work until the plane became unmanageable when, in spite of 
its damaged condition, they managed to bring it back safely to their airdrome. 
For this conspicuous service both airmen were awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross. 

On September 8th, the 99th Squadron moved-to Souilly, Meuse, France, to work 
with the 5th Army Corps, lst American Army. From September 7th to the 20th, the 
Squadron participated in the St. Mihiel Offensive. Planes bearing the insignia 
of the "Fighting Buffalo" were constantly in action until the cessation of hostil- 
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itics on November 11, 1918. Licuts. Clarence C: Kahle and Raymond C. Hill, men- 
bers of the Squadron, were avarded the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordir 





ary heroism in action when, in the course of a photographic mission, they were 


attacked by an enemy formation of nine planes. 


Licut. Kahl put up a gallant 


fight against overwhelming odds, the protection planes being drivon off by tho 


enery. Lieut. Hill, 


the observer, was shot through the heart, but Lieut. 


Kaht , 


by his pluck, determination, skill and courage brought back the plane and the 


photographs to the Anaricai Lancs. 


Upon the return of the 99th Observation Squadron from overseas duty, it was 


for a brief space of time stationed at Hazelhurst Field, L.I. 


transferred to Camp Alfred Vail, N.J. 


» New York, and then 


Daring the latter part of 1919, eg ree ee was transferred to Bolling 
Field, Anacostia, D.C., where it remained on duty until the latter part of April, 
1927, when it was transferred to Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, for station. 


The Squadron remained at Kelly Field until August 1, 1927, 


when it was rendered 


inactive and the personnel thereof transferred to the 39th School Squadron, Koll; 


Field. 


In reconstituting the 99th Observation Squadron at Mitchel Field, of the 132 
men which will comprise its enlisted strength, 50 men will be sent thore from 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich.; 50 men from Scott Field, Belleville, [11l., 


and the remainder will be recruited at Mitchel Field. 


The Selfridge Field con- 


tingent will comprise one Master Sergeant, one Technical Sergeant, 3 Sergeants, 


3 Corporals, 10 Privates 


, lst Class, and 32 privates, 


while the only noncommis- 


Sioned officer among the 50 men from Scott Field will be one Staff Sergeant. 
~--000--- 


GRADUATING FLYING CADETS ASSIGNED TO ACTIVE DUTY 


Of the 45 Flying Cadets, scheduled fo graduate from the Advanced Flying 


School, 


Kelly Field, Texas, on or about October 26th, 42 have been recommended 


for assignment to active duty under their Reserve Commissions for the period 


November 1, 1928, to June 30, 1929, viz; 
To Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas: 
end Lieut. Richard P. Sanders, Jr. 
end Lieut. John Henry Williamson 
end Lieut. Francis M. Zeigler 
2nd Lieut. Charles W. Haas 
2nd Lievt. Richard EH. Lee 
To Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif. 
end Lieut. Stanley K. Robinson 
2nd Lieut. Robert W. Stewart 
2nd Lieut. Haigh L. Smith 
2nd Lieut. Audrew F. Solter 
To Crissy Field, San Franciscom Calif. 
2nd Licut. Donald R. Lyon 
2nd Lieut. George W. Hansen 
To Maxwell Field, Alabama. 
end Lieut. Joseph 3. Duckworth 
2nd Lieut. Lindsay M. Bawsel 
To Fort Sam Eouston, Texas. 
2nd Lieut. Walter A. Fenander 
To Mitchel Field,.N.Y. 
end Lieut. Roland 0.S. Are 
2nd Lieut. Wm. 2. Shevhard 
end Lieut. Clinton P. Warner 
end Lieut. Charles D. Fator 
end Lieut. Russell A. Cone 
To Langley Field, Va. 
end Lieut. Warren Higgins 
end Lieut. Dean V. Johnson 
end Lieut. Harry J. Osterman 
end Lieut. Howard I, Hall 
end Lieut. Emery J. Martin 
end Lieut. Leland S. Stranathan 
end Lieut. Walter 2. Agee 
end Lieut. Donald W. Suckman 
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Lawton, Olclahoma. 
Ninety Six, S.C. 
Philacelphia, Pa. 
Ocean Park, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Pasadena, Calif. 

Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Los Angeles, Calif. 
Freewater, O-egon. 


Athanta, Ga. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Oakland, Calif. 


Beloit, Wisconsin. 
Bardstown, Ky. 

Renton, Washington. 
San Antonio, Texas. 


Champaign, Ill. 


Framingham, Mass. 
Crete, Nebraska. 
Oglesby, Ill. 
Lamar, Colorado. 
Columbus, Kansas. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


. Silver City, New Mexico. 
‘Portland, Oregon. 
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To Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 


end Lieut. Aheldon 3. Yoder 
2nd Licut. Aubrey L. Moore 

end Lieut. William M. Morgan 
end Liout. John A. Winefordner 
end Licut. Homer L. Sanders 


.end Lieut. Robert K. Giovannoli 


2nd Lieut, Andrew D. Knox 

end Lieut. Robert K. Black 

end Lieut. Max H. Warren 
end Lieut. Kingston E. Tibbetts 
end Liout. Edward H. Underhill” 
end Lieut. Ralph C. Rhudy 

end Lieut. Carl F. Theisen 

end Lieut. Ernest K. Warburton 


Almont, Michigan. 
Srady, Texas. 
Marshall, Mo. 
Zanesville, Ohio. 
Houston, Toxas, 
Lexington, Ky. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Long Island, N.Y. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Columbus, Ohio. 
Brighton, Mass. 
Galax, Utah. 
Meridian, Conn. 
Brighton, Mass. 





To Langley Field, Va. 
end Lieut. William J. Crosswell 
Not assigned to active duty. 
Frederick P. Sansom 
Alexis F. Duvont, Jr. 
Slaine 3. Newcom 


Senecia, Calif. 


Rartford, Conn, 
Wilmington, Del. 
Wichita, Kansas. 


3ut for the efficiency of the Army type parachute, this particular class of 
students would have numbered but 42, as three of the graduates, Flying Cadets 
William R. Shephard, William J. Crosswell and Sheldon 3. Yoder, are members of 
the famed mythical Caterpillar Club, jumping with their parachutes from disabled 
aircraft during flight and reaching the ground safely. 
---000--- 


CHIEF OF STAFF VISITS SROOKS FIELD 


All the personnel of 3rooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, turned out on Oct. 
l2th to pay their respects to Major-General Charles P. Summerall, Chief of Staff, 
and Srig. General Frank Parker, Assistant Chiof of Staff in charge of operations 
for the Army. Accompanied by Brigadier-General Albert J. Bowley, cormanding the 
8th Corps Area and the Second Division; 3rigadier-General Frank P. Lahn, Com- 
manding General of the Air Corps Training Centor; Major J.A. Hoag, Assistant 
Chief of Staff of the Second Division; and Major &.W. FitzGerald, Commanding 
Officer of 3rooks Field, the officers visited 3rooks Field after witnessing the 
air manetivers at iclly Field. They were interested sectators whon a machine gun. 
crew of six men were dropped from planes with parachutes. 

A few seconds later another parachute opened from a Martin 3omber and a 
machine gun floated to the earth. The crew secured the gun as it reached the 
ground and had it set up and firing within three minutes. The maneuver was 
staged for the purpose of showing the feasibility of landing ground troops 
quickly from planes, and General Summerall expressed himself as highly pleased 
with the exhibition. 

Enlisted men making the jump from the planes were; Privates Loreain Tolle, 
Theodore Miller, Myron A. Lamparty, Homer P. 3rensford, Robert W. Stevens, and 
Alfred P. LeFay. Miller came dowm in a patch of cactus and Tolle's parachute 
caught in telephone wires near the hangar line. No injuries resulted, however. 

---000--- 


BROOMS FIELD ENTERTAINS AMERICAN LEGION DELEGATES 


Along with the rest of the United States Army in San Antonio and vicinity, 
Srooks Field was the scene of animated activity from Monday, October 8th, until 


Saturday, October 13th. ‘The American Legion held its Tenth Anmal Convention in 


San Antonio during that time, and Drooks Fiold did its share of entertaining and 
directing the visitors to the field. 

The dirigible "Los Angeles", the pride of the Navy, with a crew of 40 offi- 
cers and men under command of Lieut. Commander H.V. Wiley, paid a brief visit to 
San Antonio Monday morning and circled the city and surrounding Army camps and 
flying fields before tilting her nose in the air again and sailing off into the 
Clouds northward to Fort Worth. The visit here was an official call to the 
American Iehion Convention, but lack of a mooring mast prevented the landing of 
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the dirigibdle. s 

The Army semi-rigid dirigible RS-1, from Scott Field, I11., landed at Brook; 
Field at about 9:30 a.m., October 10th. Tho big airship carried. a crew of 16 of- 
ficers and men, under the command of Captain William E. Kepner, and made the 
1,000-mile trip via Memphis, Tenn., and. Shreveport, La., after leaving Scott 
Ficld at 8:38 a.m., October 9th. Tho ship was placed in the balloon hangar 
with the aid of practically the entire enlisted personnel of Brooks Field, and 
was again in the air to take part in the air maneuvers over Kelly Field and 
Srooks Field on the morning of October lgth. The RS-1 took off for its home 
Station at 11:35 a.m. October 15th. 

---000--- 


SEA SLEDS PROVE WORTH IN THE EMERGENCY 


A report was just received from the Commanding Officer of Langley Field, 
Va., describing the prompt measures taken to effect the rescue of two Army air. 
men who had crashed in the water, 

Second Lieut. W.F. Haldeman, Air Reserve, as observer, and lst Lieut. Charles 
W. Carneal, Air Reserve, as pilot, in a DE-4 airplane, were recently engaged in 
aerial gunnery on the range on Willoughby Point. They had just completed a run 
and were turning for another run when the plane side-slipped and struck the 
water. The blow was so severc as to wreck both wings and the plane sank immedi- 
ately. Fortunately, the water was not deep enough to completely submerge Lieut. 
Carneal, his head remaining above water. Although somewhat stunned, Lieut. 
Carneal quickly released his safety belt and brought Lieut. Haldeman to the sur- 
face and held him above water until help arrived. Lieut. Haldeman was complete- 
ly submerged and unconscious, and but for Lieut. Carneal's prompt action would 
have been drowned. Licut. Carneal stated that after he had raised Lieut. 
Haldeman's head above the surface of the water, it seered a matter of seconds 
rather than mimites before rescue boats reached him, 

Captain Douglas Johnston, Air Corps, ina TC Airship overhead, saw the 
crash, and almost immediately afterward saw two sea sleds approaching, one from 
Willoughby Foint and one from the boathouse. ‘The crash occurred in Jack River, 
approximately three-quarters of a milo from Willoughby Point and nearly two miles 
from the boathouse. 

Outboard dinghy No. 2 was at the time on station off Willoughby Point, and 
Sea sled No. 1 on alert duty at the boathouse. oth started promptly at the 
alarm, the dinghy being somewhat delayed because of motor trouble. aA soldier 
from the 19th Airship Comany, Private M.C. Eckert, was in a rowboat several 
undred yards from the scene of the acciuent. He immediately rowed to the 
wrecked airplane and arrived there approximately thirty seconds before Sea sled 
No. 1. At about the same time a civilian in a rowboat also reached the wreck. 
Eckert placed his rowboat alongside the fuselage of the wrecked airplane and 
Sea sled No. 1 was maneuvered so that it would be possible to take the personnel 
from the airplane through tho rowboat directly into the cockpit of the Sea sled. 
The civilian in the rowboat offcred assistance, but as military personnel were 
on the spot, his assistance wes not necessary’. 

Tne Commanding Officer of Lansley Ficld states that the fact that rowboate 
were present in this particular instance does not in any way lower the value 07 
the sea sleds as necessary life-saving equipment, inasmuch as this was a coinc:- 
dence which could not be expected to tnppen except occasionally. Over sixty per 
cent of the area within ten miles of Langley Field is wator or marsh. To insure 
maximim provision for rescue, the life bozt equipment is assigned to various sta- 
tions during flying hours to cover the different areas over which various typ 
of flying is carried out. The Operations Officer assigns these flying regioré 
and also assigns the life boats to the particular statiomin order to cover the 
area. Insofar as the available equipment permits, life biats are habitually 4s- 
signed to stations so located as to insure two stations being within three miles 
of a forced landing on the water, either by airplane or by parachute. The degree 
of efficiency expected of the system is that in case an airmen is forced to take 
to his paraciute, at least one life boat will be on hand at the time and place 
the man in the parachute reaches the water. 
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BIRDS ENDANGER NIGHT FLYING ARMY + ILOTS 


Neither the residents of Washington who recently witnessed the beautiful 
spectacle of three brilliantly illuminated airplanes flying in formation over 
the city nor the airmen themselves realized that there was any danger connected 
with the nightly excursions of these planes into the upper air regions. 

During the wind-up of the formution flying on Saturday night, in connec- 
tion with the Carnival at the Arny Var College for the benefit of the Army 
Relief Fund, an incident occurred which gave tho three Army pilots some anxious 
moments. The airplane formation ran afoul of another formation - a flock of 
birds which the pilotes judgod to be wild ducks, being unaole to discern them 
clearly because of the blinding glare of the searchlights playing over the 
planes. One of the birds collided with a wncel of the plane piloted by Captain 
Ross G. Hoyt and started it spinning violently. Feathers were noted flying in 
all directions. ; 

For the next two or three minutes thercafter the airmen passed through these 
bird forntions at’ irrcgular intervals, and they maneuvered as rapidly as possible 
hway from the glare of the mlti-colcred searchlights which they believed had 
served to attract the birds, feeling greatly relicved when the feathered tribes 
were finally left behind. Had one or more of the birds struck the propeller of 
any of the planes, serious consequences might have followed, for in that event 
there would have becn a likelihood of the motor becoming unseated and seriously 
damaged, necessitating a forced landing. 

The airplanes used on these night formation flights were the O-l observation 
type, and they were flown on four consecutive nights, the participating pilots 
being Captains H.M. McClelland, Ross G. Hoyt, Lieuts. James N. Poyton and Newton 
Longfellow. The last named officer flew on two of the nights in place of Captain 
Hoyt. 

The flights were made at an altitude of about 3,500 feet. The airplanes 
were illuminated by innumerable automobile tail lights, arranged in a special 
circuit and fed by the regular ignition battery. 

~--900--- 


SUFPLY AND ENGINEERING CONFERENCE AT WRIGHT FIELD 


Some sixty officers, reyrescnting gonerally one supply and one engineering 
officer from cach of a number of desiznated Air Corps fields throughout the 
country; four officers from the Office Chief of Air Corps, representing the 
Finance, Training, War Plans and Inspection Divisions; and officers from the 
engineering sections of the Materiel Division, congregated at Wright Field for 
the anmal Engineering and Supply Conference, which convened at noon of October 
16th and closed on October 18th at 4:30 p.m. A dinner dance was given on the 
night of the closing day in honor of the visiting officers. 

The program, which was in charge of Lieut. Martenstein, arranged for 
definite time schedules. On October 16th, one p.m., the conference was opened 
in the Wright Field auditorium by Major Fickel, who is acting Chief of the 
Natcriel Division during General Gillmore's absence in Burope. Talks by heads 
of the various sections of the Matcricl Division followed. During the forenoon 
of October 17th, the officers visited with the various branches of the Experi- 
mental Engineering Section. In the afternoon of the 17th and the morning of 
the 18th, discussion of the various engineering and supply topics on which the 
officers were directed to come prepared was held in the main conference Yfoom. 
These subjects embraced various maintenance and installation protlems of air- 
plane parts, armament, engines, generators, parachutes, propellers, clothing, 
rubber goods, and field and station equipment. Air Corps publications and 
methods of distribution were also discussed. 

As usual, this pooling of experience was of great value in solving many 
problems and made for clearer understanding and better cooperation throughout 
the service, 

---000--- 


FLYING COMMISSARY IN CANAL ZONE 


The 7th Observation Squadron, France Field, Panama Canal Zone, now has a 
flying commissary in its hangar, same being an Amphibian used for ferrying com 
missary supplies, including ice, to the detachment on duty as Target Detail on 
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Largo Remo Island. 

' Due to the excossive humidity at the roef and on the island where this de- 
tachment is stationed, soft bread molds over nifht, and the ever present salt 
Spray corrodes tin cans -nd makes it practically impossible to kecp a wook's 
supply of rations in camp. It is therefore necessary to send rations to the camp 
every other day, and until suitable boats arc obtained amohibians are doing: the 
work. The plane lands near the shore and the commissaries are trahsported from 
plane to the beach by small boat. 

The detail is maintained at Largo Remo Island for the purnose of handling the 
large floating targets used for aircraft machine gun practice. 
---00o0--- 


BARGE USED FOR BOMBING PRACTICE 


The Panama Canal recently donated a large barge, formerly used as a horse 
barge, to the Air Corps for a bombing target. In order to do the bombing with 
live bombs at a safe distance from the canal, the barge was towod to the south- 
western edge of Gatun Lake, and the 25th Bombardment Squadron, France Field, at- 
tempted to sink it by formation bombing. The formation consisted of three 
NBS-1's, piloted by Lieuts. A.E. Jones, Davidson and Howard. The bombers were 
Lieuts. Lewis, Souza and Zane. ‘The bombing was done at an altitude of 6,000 
feet and the results were considered very good in view of the fact that it was 
very cloudy anc the bombers were compelled to do their bombing through small 
holes in the clouds. The bombs used were 100 and 300-1b, types and, although no 
direct hits were registerod, the bombs were dropped closely alongside the target. 

After tho Bombardment Squadron finished the bombing, the Pursuiters took off 
with 50-1b. bombs for their turn. This resulted in two direct hits, sinking the 
boat. 


---000--- 
SOME DOPE ON THE 88th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 


The 88th Observation Squadron, recently reconstituted at Post Field, Fort 
Sill, Okla., was at the time of its organization designated as a Corps Observa- 
tion Squadron. It was assigned to the First Corps on May 29, 1918, and on June 
lst reached the front at Toul. It was engaged in the operations in Toul Sector 
and at Chateau Thierry, St. Mihiel and the Argonne-Meuse first and second of- 
fensives. 

This Squadron accomplished many reconnaissance missions over the lines, 
taking pictures, locating machine gun nests and batteries and gathering military 
information of the greatest value. It received official credit for four enemy 
planes brought down. The Squadron suffered 14 casualties, consisting of six 
killed and éisht. rounded. 

At the conclusion of the War the Squadron was. returned to Langley Ficld, Va., 
and from there procecded to Camp Knox, Ky., for a stay of approximately four 
years. From there the Bmuadron was sent to Wright Field, Chio,for a stay of 
almost fivo years. 

From the time the Squadron was returned to the States to the timc of leaving 
Wright Field, it was engaged in the training of Reserve officers, carrying out 
missions in connection with line organizations, Air Corps tactical maneuvers, and 
routine work with the Fairfield Air Depot in the overhaul and assembly of Air 
Corps planes. The Squadron also took an active part in the conducting of the 
International Air Races at Wright Field, Ohio. 

On May 4, 1927, the 88th was ordered to Brooks Field, Texas, under the provi- 
sion of the Air Corps five-year oxpansion progran. 

On August 1, 1927, all members of the 88th Squadron were transferred to and 
organized as the 51st School Squadron, Air Corps. The work of the Squadron under 
the new designation consisted of assisting in the training of future Air Corps 
officers and cadets. In this connection, the Squadron has operated "A" stage at 
Brooks Field with an efficiency that is a credit to any “organization in the Air 
Corps. 


---000--- 


TRAINING AT THE AIR CORPS TECHNICAL SCHOOL 


At the present time three enlisted classes, comprising 31 students, are un- 
going instruction in the Photographic Department of the Air Corps Technical Schoo: 
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at Chamite Field, Rantoul, Iil. In the Commnications Department a class of 
17 enlisted men started the course of instruction on September 4th. One class 
graduated on October leth. During September five classes of enlistcd mon were 
undergoing instruction in this Department. In the Denartment of Mechanics tho 
courses are all filled to caoacity. It will be possible to handle largor 
classes as soon as the machinery now on hand is installed and additional air- 
planes aro reccived. 

--~-000--- 


LARGS REFUZLING TRUCK TESTED AT WRIGHT FIELD 
By A.M. Jacobs 


That the Air Corps has necd of cquisment less picturcsque than that whih 
leaves the ground in flight, but necessary to the smooth running of the modern 
airdrome is, now and then, through the conducting of a test or tho issuing of a 
report, brought to propor noticc. For some timo there have been on the drafting 
tables in the cornor of the Equipment Branch dedicated to tronsyortation projects 
at Wright Fiold, sketches of Imgo trucks with all sorts of umsual-looking cquip- 
ment. These, it was revealed, concerned a heavy duty refucling unit and a wreck- 
ing truck under development for standard Air Corps usc. On September 8th last the 
first test was run on a new heavy-duty refueling unit or scrvice truck. 

This is tho largest truck the Air Corps has ever possessed, having a capacity 
of 1200 gallons of gasoline and 100 gnllons cach of oil and water which may bo 
heated by exhaust coils installcd in those tasizs. The largest amount of gasoline 
ever carricd in any previous standard type truck is 350 gallons. The truck has 
air compressor, powor, and hand-operated pumps, a filter, and meters. It is esti- 
mated that three planes, each requiring 300 gallons of gasoline, 30 gallons of 
oil, 25 gallons of water, and air for the tires can be serviced with one of these 
units in 24 mimtes. 

Servicing is accormlished by filling the truck's gasoline and oil tanks from 
the storage tanks, and tho water tanks from whatever source is available. The 
truck is thon run out to the airplanc, and the gasoline, oil and water is forced 


into the plane's tanks through hose lines cither by air pressure, power oump, or 


hand pum. Air supplied by the air compressor, driven by the truc engine, is 
stored in a tank for filling tires. Gasoline or oil may be pumped directly into 
the truck from the ficld's storage tanks, or pipe lines from the tanks may be in- 
stalled to some convenient point on the ficld. All valves for operating the vari 
ous systems are grouped, and full instructions for opereting them are engraved on 
brass plates. An enclosed rack for carrying the hose is provided on one side of 
the unit, with a similar compartment for carrying other miscellaneous equipment 
on the other side. 

The chassis, a Coleman six-w:eeled type, is provided with 42 by 9 pneumatic 
tires all round. The old lerge trucks have always been hard to steer. This new 
truck drives very casily through all six wheels. Air brakos connect with the 
four rear wheels and an omergency hand brake operates on the drive shaft. Mr. 
W.E. Huffman, in charge of transportation development at Vricht Field, accompanied 
the trucit on its first test from Knasas City to Scott Field, Belleville, Ill. 
After driving 65 miles it was found that both rear left tires were down. Examina- 
tion revealed that the valve cores had become loosened, allowing the air to 
escape. When repairs were made the journey was resumed. 

Scott Field was reached without further difficulty, the ton speed being 45 to 
fifty m.p.h., the average speed 25 m.y.h. Several leals through the system were 
discovered on arrival, and these were repaired, the joints tightened, and further 
tests made by driving the unit over rousn roads. “hen it was certain that all 
eruipment was functioning properly, the unit was turned over to Scott Field for 
Service testing. Later, it will be driven to the Matcriel Division, whether fur- 
ther tests will be conducted, sending it on to Kolly Field later. This trud, it 
is expected, will greatly facilitate the servicing of all planes, but it will be 
most convenient for the larger types, such as the cargo and bombing planes. 

The wreci:ing truck in contemplation will be built on the same type six-wheel 
chassis as the servicing truck, but the body has installed a hand-operated crane 
for loading heavy equipment or changing eugines,with a capacity of two tons. This 
truck will be 18 feet long, 7 feet wide, and have a capacity of five tons. It. 
will be used for transvorting new and wrecked airplanes and as a cargo truck for 
carrying large quantities of gasoline and oil in drums. It will be recuired to 
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operate on unlimited cross-country missions in reaching the scene of crashes. 
One cormlete airplone (observation), or either the wings or fuselace of a bombing 
plane may te mounted on it. This. vill prove an important picce of ficld equipment 
either for war or peaco-time purposes. - 

---000--- 


ARMY AND NAVY AIR FORCES IN COMBINED AERIAL REVIEW 


For the first time in the history of aeronautics in the Canal Zone, the Arny 
anc Navy Air Services combined their forces for an aerial review and forr {ip 
flying at France Field rocontly. <A practice aerial review and combined ce Sb: 
waseheld on the day prior to the departure from the Canal Zone of Governor 
Walker, and on the following day an aerial review and formation flight in his 
honor. 

The following letter of commendation, addressed to the Commanding Officer of 
‘France Field, Panama Eanal Zone, was received from the Headquarters of the Panana 
Canal Department, relative to the above review and formation: nie 

"The Department Commander received today a letter from Governor Meriwether 
L. Walker, of the Panama Canal, in which he ex»ressed his admiration of the cere- 
mony with which he was honored on the occasion of his departure from the Isthmus, 
and his commendations of the impressive aerial demonstration given in his homr, 

It is a source of great satisfaction to the Devartment Cormander to lmow 
that the ceremonics, including the aerial demonstration, was of such excellence 
as to merit the highly complimentary remarls from so eminent an authority as - 
Governor Walker." 

---000--- 


DEATH OF LIEUT. WILLIAM L. CORNELIUS, a.c. Y 


Second Lieut. Williaz. L. Cornelius, Air Corps, 95th Pursuit Squadron, 
Rockwell Field, followed his buddy "Imsketeer", the late 2nd Lieut. John J. 
Williams, Air Corps, into the Great Unlmown on September 25th last. 

Lieut. Cornelius met his death instantly in a crash resulting from a mid-air 
collision with another PW-9D airplane, flown by 2nd Lieut. Roger V. Williams, Air 
Reserve. The two planes came together over Rockwell. Ficld, as the Squadron went 
into a "Iuffberry Circle" preparatory to landing. Lieut. Williams got clear of 
the falling wreckage and his parachute opened less than 200 feet above the grounc. 
The collision occurred at an altitude of 1200 feet. The pilot chute of Lieut. 
Cornelius' plane caught on the instrument board of his plane and the big clute 
was pulled out of the pack. 

The sole survivor of the Army's famous "Three Musketoers of the Air" - 2nd 
Lieut. I.A. Woodring - escorted the body of the dead flyer to the family home at 
Antlers, Oklahoma. Military burial was made at Fort Smith, Arkansas. dJnpropri- 
ate funeral services were hold in San Diego prior to departure by train. 

---000--- 


DURATION FLIGHT AT ROCKWELL FIELD 


William Brock and Edward Schlee, in a Bellanca Monoplone, took off from 
Rockwell Field on Saturday, Septerber 29th, in an attempt to break the world's 
endurance flight record. After 59 hours, 19 mimtes anc ~36 secondsin the air, 
they were forced to land duc to a leaking valve in the main fuel tank. Although 
they fell seven hours short of making a new worli mark, they smashed the American 
record of E A. Stinson and G.W. Haldeman by six hours. Messrs. Brock ance Schlee 
announced after landing that they would take the air again for another attempt at 
the world mark. 

' Qn October 17th the National Aeronautic Association announced that the 
contest committee had placed. its stamp of approval on the above flight, offidall: 
recognizing it as a new American airplane endurance record. The record was made 
under Class C for airplanes, returning to point of departure without refueling. 
The Bellanca plene was powered with a 220 h.p. Wright Whirlwind engine. 

The record of Messrs. Stinson and Haldeman, made at Jacksonville, Fla., 
March 28, 29 and 30th, was 53 hours, 36 mimtes and 30 seconds. They piloted a 
Stinson Detroiter plane, also equipned with a 220 h.p. Wright Whirlwind engin. 
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COL LGRPILLAR CLUB ROSTER 02'S SHY OF CENTURY MARK Y 


‘Three more members have been added ta the roster of the Caternillar Club 
since the last issue of the Nevs Tetter, at wiich time the score stood at 95 
members and 191 euerreney life-saving jurss. The candidates who wore recently 
declared good-standing members of this famed mythical organization are listed 
below, as follows; 


Date Name Placo 
Sept. 14, 1928 end Lt. E.W. Penmainston, Air Res. Fresno, ,Texas. 
Sept. 14, 1923 Private J. &. wilson, Air Corps Fresno, Texas 


October 21, 1928 Mojor Floyd EB. Evans, Nat'l Guard Detroit, Mich. 

Lieut. Pennington, stationed at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, was fly- 
ing a Curtiss 4-3 airplare on a cross-country trip, with Private J.S. Wilson as 
passonger. When one and one-half miles west of Fresno, Texas, the pilot en- 
countered a terrific rain and wind stom while flying in a cloud at 7,000 feet. 

"The ship became uncontrollablo and went into a spin," Lieut. Pennington 
stated. "It made about two turns and came out, then went into another. I was 
handicanped by not having an air speed indicator anc the fact that I vas blind~ 
ed oy the rain. As tho ship was nearing the ground rapidly, I realized my 
mechanic and I had to leave the shin that we might save our lives, which we did 
by jumping overboard and willing the ripcord of our chutes. Could not leave 
the ship headrirst due to air pressure. Put left leg over side of cockpit and 
rolled out, passing underneath the tail surfaces. 

liy first act on leaving the ship was frantically trying to find my rip 
cord, wnich I finally managed to do, then I felt a sudden jerk and I realized 
my chutc had opencd. As I came to the ground, which I could see dimly at about 
200 feet, I was drifting into a clump of large oak trees. Managed to miss them 
by slinping tne chute, but landed on a barbed wire fence. After lending I was 
frantic, thinking my mechanic hac been killed, but found him unkurt standing by 
the ship, having made a successful paracimte jump, too. 

Wind on surface was blowing agproximately fifteen miles per hour. The rain 
was coming down in toryents. 

Bruises and scretches avout the face and body due to landing on a barbed 
wire fence and being dragged on the ground by the chute. Swollen ankles due to 
the force of hittins the sronnd,! 

Major Floyd E. Evans, Michigan Nationel Guard Air Service, was niloting an 
AT-1 plane, with 2nd Lieut. Béward C, Snell, Infaatry, National Guard, as pas- 
senger, Wuile performing « roll at 2,900 fect, the upper right wing collapsed. 
Major Evans jumped from the disavled airniane with his parachute and reached the 
ground safely. He had ordered his passenger to jump, but for some unknown 
reason the latter failed to do so and paid the neualty with his life. The 
detailed account of this accident has not yet been received, 

In the previous issue of the Tlews Letter, Oct, Sth, Plying Cadct Sheldon 
C. Yoder was mentioned as having joined the Caternillar Club. A detailed ac- 
count of this paracmte jump was recently received, and same is quoted below, 
as follows; 

"On September 14, 1928, at about 8:45 a.m., I was flying solo in No. 3 
position of a 3-ship V-type formation of TH4N2 planes, headed west at about 
7,000 feet, approximately threo miles northeast of Castroville, for the purpose 
of giving pursuit students training in the attack of a formation of observation 
planes - the pursuit formetions attacling from an altitude of 9,000 fect. 

I was flying DE4M2 No. 85. Wo were flyin; straight and level at the time 
of the crash. I was watching the leader very closely to sec his signal for a 
turn, as it was understood that we would turn wien the mursuit formations 
Gived down out of the sun. There was a loud crash and jar. It seemed to me as 
if the motor had torn itself to pieces and come loose from its base on account 
of the crarkshaft breaking, or some such similar ceuse. It was all a mass of 
wreckage and the engine cowline on both sides spread open. I learned after- 
wards that the nursuit formation of six planes had dived from about 9,000 feet, 
the first unit of three led by Cadet Tostevin diving below and comin; up under- 
neath. Tostevin's plane, AT-4 Mo. 12, hit just at the rear of my motor, from 
below, at a very steep angle. I had no idea that the pursuit formation had 
started their dive, as we had not started our turn. We vere flying about 70 
miles per hour. I had noticed that my motor was running at a little less than 
1300 r.p.m. a few seconds before the crash, aad it was the same throttle setting 
when the crash occurred. The motor of my plaue seemed to jump on its base and 
tear itself to vieces and I thought that the crash and jar was from that cause, 


392 V-5842, A.C. 








though it scemed pretty severe. I could see nothing of Tostevin's plane. My 
plane immediately went out of cnntrol and went into a slow diving spin to the 
left. 

Realizing that there was absolutely no chance of bringing my plane dow, 

I unbuckled my safety belt and stood up in the cockpit. Putting m7 left foot 
on the seat and helping with my hands on the edge of the cockpit, I threw my- 
self out the loft side toward the inside of the spin. The force of the wind, 
coubined with the centrifugal force of the spin, threw me upside down into the 
rear cockpit as soon as I left the front one, with the back of my shoulders on 
the seat and my legs hooked over the leit side of the cockpit. I pulled myself 
out of the rear cockpit and shoved away from the plane on the left side. The 
tail seemed to swing away from me,.dve to the spin, and I pulled my rip cord 
wien I saw that I wasn't going to hit it. The »narachute opened almost instant- 
ly. as soon as the naracmite had onenced and I had pulled the seat under me I 
looked down to see my planc. It appeared to be about 500 feet below mo at that 
time. It looked as if it were only one plane, and it still looked like one 
plane when it hit the ground. The wrechage did not burn. It stopned spinning 
at what appeared to me to be about 2,000 or 3,000 feet from the ground. 

I would judge that my plane had fallen about 2,000 feet before I finally 
got clear. My parachute, an Irving seat type, oscillated from about 4,000 feet 
to about 2,000 fect, but I was nover swinging in an are of more than 6 or 8 
feet. I landed in an open space in the mesquite, facing down wind, and was 
going forward. As I had to slip the climte in order to hit the open space I was 
not traveling forward fast enough to hit on my face. I landed on my feet with 
just enough force to cause me to fall slightly forward and to my left side. ‘The 
paracmte collapsed and lay on the ground in front of me. I sustained no injury 
whatever. 

I rolled my parachute and harness up and walked in the direction of where I 
had seen my plane hit the ground, which was toward the Castroville Road, less 
than a mile away to the south. It was a little over a half mile to the wreck- 
age from where I landed. The first intiration I had that another plane had hit 
mine was when I. saw the two motors in the wreckage. 

The weather was excellent, with a surface wind of about 12 miles per hour 
from the southeast at the time of the jum. 

I mew when. I saw the motor go to pieces that I would have to jump. I did 
not think of the actual jumping, as my nain thought was to get clear of the 
plane. I thought nothing about whether or not my parachute would open until it 
was already open. On the way down my main reaction was a feeling of relief at 
being safe and wondering where I rould land in the mesquite. My reaction after 
the jum was surprise at there being two planes in the wreckage, and wondering 
who had been in the other plane. I could hardly believe that he had not jump- 
ed and come down without anyone seeing him, when we did not find his body in 
the wreckage. His body was found about 200 yards from the wreckage." 

---000--~ 


PRACTICE PARACEUTE JUMPS AT BROOKS FIELD 


The Brooks Field parachute cepartment, headed by 2nd Lieut. Linwood P. 
Hudson, with Master Sergeant Erwin H. tiichols as his assistant, has had more 
than its share of activity since the beginning of the summer. Since June lst 
the department has jumped 93 men, most of them being made from DH-4's flying 
in 7-ship formations. This is on excentional rowra under any circumstances, 
and more so since there have been no worse casualties than a couple of cracked 
leg bones. Privates William H. Eays and E.W. Owens eached cracked up a leg 
in landing, but these accidents are in no way the feult of the yaraciute 
department. The men failed to follow instructions and landed sideways with 
their legs crossed. 

Seven more jumps and Master Sergeant Wichols will have established a 
re ord of having ——, one thousand 'chute juwaps without a single serious 
accident. -~-000--- 


NEW OFFICERS FOR THE AIR COPPS 


The mumber of commissioned airplane pilots in the Army Air Corps has been 
augmented by the addition of 148 graduates from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, who finished their training on October anh and reccived the 
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rating of airplane pilot. War Department crders, recently issued, assigned 
hese new Air Corps offictrs to duty at the-following flying fields: . 
To Mitchel Field, Tonz Island, N.Y. 
2rd Lieut. Robert L. Baston (Int) 
To Selfridze Pic ld, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
2nd Lieut. John 0. Crosthwaite Cor ) 
2nd Lieut. James D. Cartis (C.A.C.) 
2nd Lieut. Orrin L. Grover (c.A.¢.) 
end Lieut. Charles 4. Harvingtoa,(C.B.) 
end Liout. Neil B. Harding, (In?.) 
end Lieut. Fay 2. Upthegrove, (Inf.) 
To Maxwell Field, Montzomery, Ala.: 
end Licut. George W. McGregor, (F.A.) 
To Langley Ficld, Va. 
2nd Lieut. Marvin M. Burnside, (C.A.C.) 
end Lieut. Mourice F. Taly, (F.A.) 
end Liout. David M.. Hackaaan, (Inf.) 
end Lieut. Marion Huggins, (Inf. ) 
end Lieut. Ernest G. Schmidt, (Inf. ) 
To Fort Sam Eouston, Texas: 
2nd Lieut.-Milton M. Towner, (F.A.) 
To Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas: 
end Lieut. Bernard C. Rose, (Inf.) 
To Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas; 
202 Lieut. Julius T. Flock, (Sig. Corps) 
end Lieut. Walter §. Lee, (Inf.) 

To Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif.:; 

2nd Lieut. Joseph Smith, (Cav. ) 

With three exceptions (Lieuts. Crosthwaite, Burnside and Lee) the officers 
listed above graduated from the United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y. 
with the June, 1927, class, and started their flying training at the Primary 
Flying School, Brooks Field, Texas, on November 1, 1927. 

Lieuts. Crosthwaite, Burnside anc Lee were commissioned in the Army from 
civil life, but started their flying _—-€ at the same time.as the West 
Point graduates. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDGRS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station; 

Major H.C.K. Muhlenberg from University of Washington, Seattle, Wash., to 
Fort Hayes, Columbus, Ohio, for duty as Air Officer. 

Major Delos C. Emmons from Office Chief of Air Corps to duty.in Office of 
Assistant Secretary of War. 

lst Lieut. Solomon L. Van Metor, Mitchel Field, to Walter Reed General 
Hospital for observation and treatment. 

lst Lieut. John R. Drum, Langley Field, Va., to Kelly Field, Texas. 

lst Lieut. Julian B. Haddon, Selfridge Field, to Wright Field, Dayton, 0. 

lst Lieut. Walter D. Buie, Scott Field, I1l1., to Langley Field, Va. 

lst Lieut. Joseph Smith, Kelly Field, to duty in Hawaiian Department, sail- 
ing from San Francisco on or about March 9, 1929. 

lst Lieut. David W. Goodrich to Bolling Field upon commletion of tour of 
duty in Hawaiian Department. 

lst Lieut. John M. Davies, Chanute Field, to Panama Canal Zone, sailing 
from New York about June 6, 1929. 

lst Lieut. Levi L. Beery, Kelly Field, to Wright Field, 0. 

Orders for date of sailing for Panama Canal Zone of lst Lieuts. James M. 
FitzMaurice and James A. Healy amended from Nov. 28, 1928, to June 6,1929. 

lst Lieut. Robert H. Finley, Kelly Field, Texas, to Chamte Field, Tll. 

1st Lieut. Emile T. Kennedy, Langley Field, Va., to Sand Point, Seattle, 
Wash., for duty with Organized Reserves, 9th Corps Area. 

lst Lieut. Perry Wainer, Chamite Field, I1}., to Kelly Field, Texas. 

2nd Lieut. Joel G. O'Neal, Middletown Air Depot, Pa., to Air Corps Technical 
School, Chanute Field, I11., for course of instruction ir maintenance engineering. 


2nd Lieut. Otto Wienecke, Scott Field, Il1., to Iangley Field, Va. 
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end Lieut. Harry P, Bissell, ‘Mitchel Field, 6: Fort leavenvorth, Kansas, 
for duty with Air Corps detachment. 

Promotions: Major Gerald C. Brant to Lieut.-Colonel, rank Sept. 27, 1928. 

Lieut .-Colonel Charles H. Danforth to Colonel, rank from October 2, 1928, 

end Lieut. Edgar M. Fogelsonger to lst Lieut., rank from Sept. 21, 1928. 

end Lieut. Herbert EX. Baisley to lst Lieut., rank from Sept. 25, 1928, 

Transferred to the Air Corps: 2nd Lieut. Rogers 4. Gardner, Sept. 13,1928, 
with rank from June 12, 1925. (Cavalry) 

end Lieut. Eyrle G. Johnson, Cavalry, October 13, rank from July 3, 1923, 

lst Lieut. Augustine F. Shea, Field Art., Oct. 3, rank from Sept. 2, 1923, 
Detailed to Air Corps, and to Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, March 1.7929; 











ist Lieut. Louis J. Tatom, Signal Corps. 
end Lieut. Donald C. Hawkins, Corns Engineers. 
end Lieut. John EH. McCormick, Signal Corps. 
end Lieut. Arthur A.G. Kirchhoff, Corps of Engineers. 
lst Lieut. James L. Welchel, Corps of Engineers. 
end Lieut. Carroll M. Pearce, Infantry. 
end Lieut. Frederick Funston, Jr... 
Assignments: 





Major Leo A. Walton as Assistant Commandant, Primary Flying School, March 
Field, Calif. 
Reserve Officcrs relieved rrom extended active duty; 
en. Lieut. Cameron T. Robertson, Selfriige Field, Mich. 
lst Lieut. Raymoni J. Little, Crissy Ficld, Calif. 
---000--- 


PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL GRADUATES TRANSFERRED TO KELLY FIELD 


A total of &% Flying Cadets are scheduled to start the advanced course of 
flying training at Kelly Field, Texas, on November lst. Of the above total, 39 
Cadets graduated from the Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, San Antonio, 
Texas, and the remaining 48 from the Primary Flying School at March Field, 
Riverside, Calif. 

The names of the Cadets now entering upon the last four months of training 
and who, upon fraduation next March, will receive commissions as 2nd Lieutenant 
in the Air Corps Reserve, are listed below, as follows: 





From Brooks Field Primary Séhool 





Edward H. Alexander 
Charles W. Alverson 
Frank Armstrong 

Al Nugier Booth 
Leon R. Bromfield 
Spencer Callaway 
William T. Colman 
Richard V. Conover 
William G. Davis 
Edwin M. Day 

Edwin A. Dietel 
Murl Estes 

Flint Garrison, Jr. 
Chester P. Gilger 
Charles Weston Goode 
Dudley D. Hale 

Hans T.E. Hertzberg 
Paul M. Jacobs 
Garland M. Lasater 
Nicholas A. Laurenzana 
‘William L. Lee 
James W. McCauley 
William A. Matheny 
Wn. H. Maverick 
Thomas L. Mosley 
Jack H. Neale 

John L. Nedwed 
Charles F. Scott 


Floris W. Shade 
Morley F. Slaght 
W. D. Slingerland 
Wa. P. Sloan 
Thomas R. Starratt 
Paul R. Sutherland 
Millard F, Tindall 
Edwin Lee Tucker 
Roginald F.C. Vange 
Byron S. Warner 
Iude G. Wilkens 


From March Field Primary School 


Leonard F. Harman 
John §. Harvey 
Melvin S. Hollidge 
Ivan D. Houston 
Noble G. Hueter 
Harry H. Jones 
John P. Kenny 
George F. Kinzie 
Durward 0. Lowry 
Trenholm J. Meyer 
Allen J. Mickle 
Ralph A. Murphy 





Milton H. Anderson 
Ramon R. Arias 
Albert 3oyd 
Kenneth C. Brown 
Otis F. Bryan 
John E, Dundy 
Harry E. Carpbell 
Wm. M. Carmvell 
Sam W. Chezney 
Robert H. Clarke 
Richard I. Mugan 
Glenn T, Fields 
Harley Ray Grater 
David D. Graves 
Herbert L. Grills 


Haywood S. Hansell, Jr. 
Harry J. Zimmerman 
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Hugh G.Nicholson,Jr. 
Lewis R.Parker — 
George H. Pfeuffer 
Wesley F. Phillippi 
Thomas §. Power 
Raymond W. Frank 
Horace J. Reid 
Clarence K. Roath 
James A. Ronin 
Harry A. Saunders 
Sarmel R. Spiker 
Richard 3. Stith 
John W. Thomas,Jr. 
James H. Wallace 
Robert M, Wilson 
Raymond L. Winn 
Jack W. Wood 
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NOTES FROM ATR CORPS TLETLDS 


Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, October 15. : vee 





September saw the departure of Lieut. Clarence Crumrine from the Field Ser- 
vice Section and the Materiel Division bound for the Hawaiian Islands. Just 
after his departure, the annowncoment came through of the award of the Distinguis: 
ed Filylag: Cross to the nilots of the Alaskan Flight of 1920, of which Lieut. 
Crumrine was one. We wore sorry tho presentation could not take place in the 
Wright Ficld Auditorium with all tho Wrie ‘ht Ficlders heartily applauding. 

Word comes from Ceneral Gillmore that he and Mrs. Gillmore are enjoying ex- 
tremely their sojourn abroad. They heve had wonderful weather ever since leaving 
Dayton, the Gencral Writes, which certainly is no small factor in the enjoyment 
of travel in any country. 

Lieut. Donald S. Burns, E.C., who has been a valued member of the Materiel 
Division in charge of sevial mapoing work since 1924, left on August Ist for 
Houghton, Michigan, where at the Michigan College of Mining and Technology he wil 
be in charge of courses for R.O.T.C. students. He will be greatly missed. Lieut 
B.C. Hill will take Lieut. Burns' place in the Acrial Mapning Unit. 

Lieut. James T. Hutchinson, veteran of the Flight Test Branch, is due to 
sail on December 28th for three years in Howaii. "Hutch's" departure will leave 
Lieut. Amis the only remaining member of the old 1926 groun of test pilots who 
served with Lieut. Barksdale as chief. Lieut. Moffat left on Sentember lst for 
Havaiian servicc, and Lieut. Doolittie on September 25th for Mitchel Field, whero 
he is to be engaged in research work for the Gug-enheoim Fund in connection with 
equipment for fog flying. Thus do flying crowds scatter. Others of that well- 
remembered force are Lieut. Harry Johnson, now at Selfridge Field; Licut. John 
A. Macready, now with the Frigidaire Corporation, Dayton, Ohio; "Lowig" Mcister, 
now General Manager of Buhl Airplane Company; Ralph Lockwood, now Chief Engineer 
of the Fairchild Aircraft Corporation; and Lieut. G.P. Tourtellot, now with the 
Air Corps Engineering School as diteewovunps 

Lieut. 'Gene Batten, who has been serving as test observer at Wright Field 
recently, was transferred to Rockvoll Field. He made the trip by water, sailing 
on the transport leaving New York on October 9th. 

It is good news to hear that Licut. Bruner, who for the past two years has 
been savithe in the Philippine Istands, is soon to return to Wright Ficld. It. 
Bruner was formerly in charge of the development of night flying equipment. It. 
gohn D. Corkille, who is remembered as being stationed at McCook Field for a 
short time in connection with the 1924 air races, is also to report to Wright 
Field at the expiration of his Philinpine servics. 

Captain and Mrs. C.F. Wheeler returned to Dayton in September after an 
absence of five years. In 1922-23, Captain Wheeler served at McCook Field as 
Supply Officer. Since then he has seen foreign service in the Hawaiian Depart- 
ment and completed a course of instruction in the Tactical School at Langley 
Field. 

Lieut. 1.W. Martenstein, who recently reported at Wright Fiold from the 
Philippine Islands, was assigned to duty in the Field Service Section. One 
goesn't talk long with Lieut. Martenstcin without guessing him from Virginia. 


Maxwell Field, Montzomery, Ala. , Octoboi 8th. 








Two new O2-H's recently arrived at this field, having been ferried from 
Santa Monica, Calif., by Lieuts. H.F. oolara and N.L. Cote. . 

Licuts. Howard D. Norris and Isaac W. Ott, Air Reserve, and Reuben Kyle, Jr. 
4A.C., in three 02-H's, attended the opening of the airport at Winston-Salem,N.C. 
on Septomber Ist and end. ; 

Two Reserve officers, Lieut. Frank P, Milstead,.of Atlanta, Ga., and Licut. 
L.C. Campbell, of Chattanooga, Tenn., reported during September for 14 days! 
active duty training. i 

Several tow target missions were performed during September at Fort Benning, 
Ga., by Licuts. L.P. Turner and I.¥W. Ott. 

Captain Wm. E. Lynd, Director of Ground School Activities at Kelly Field, 
Texas , spent a few days here carly in September. He left for Fort Benning, Ga., 
where he expected to continue his trip of inspection in connection with service 
schools. 
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Fourta: ‘n ‘Arny bonbers , under the ccmmand of Major Hugh J. Knerr, arrived at 
this field enroute from tangle Field to Los_Angeles to attend the Air Races. 

Licuts. R.C. MacDonald and R.C. Wriston arrived Sept. 8th in two new 02-H's 
wanich they ferried from Santa Monica, Calif., for use at this field. 

Major Ira A. Rader, Air Corps Representative at the Infantry School, Fort 
Benning, Ga., made several trins by air to and from this station during 
September. 

_ tieut. E.F. Woolard ferricd a Douslas Transport from Yright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, for use at this station. 

Lieut. K.o. Nriston, Photographic Officer, commleted a mosaic of Fort 
McPherson, Ga. 

The opening of the airport at Marion, N.C., Sept. 22nd and 23rd was attended 
by Lieuts. Frank Byerly, Jr.; D.D. Arnold and I.W. Ott, who flewthree O2-E's. 

On Sept. 22nd the Maxwell Field football team journeyed to Fort Benning, Ga. 
and suffered defcat at the hands of the strong Fort Benning team. ~ 

Lieut. James G. Pratt arrived at this field Sent. e4th, having ferried a new 

2-H from Santa Monica, Calif., via El Faso, Wichita, St. Louis, Chicago, Clevo- 
land and Now Yorl:. 

Licuts. 7.B. McCoy, N.L. Cote, ani C.H. Earnest, in three 02-H's, and Lts. 
Byron A. Glover, W.H. McArthur and I.W. Ott, in three PT's, attended the opening 
of the airjort ved Bap pink Ga., On Sent. 29th and 30th. 

On Sept. a9th Lieut. Reuben Kyle, Jr., departed for Albany, Ga., enroute to 
Lakelana, Fla., to ferry Mr. Davis, Secretary of Labor, from Lakeland to 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Fiold, Texas, Sept. 28th. 





Fifteen members of the present class at the Air Corns Advanced Flying School 
at Kelly Field visited the Denot on Sent. 26th for an inspection of its various 
operations. ‘ 

Lieut. Harold D. Smith, from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; Lieut. Isaiah Davies, 
from Rickards Field, Kansas City, Mo., and Lieut. Walter R. Peck, from Schoen 
Field, Fort Benjamin Harrison, Ind., were recent visitors at this Depot, ferry- 
ine PT-1's to their resnective stations. 

Major Joseph Noves, dir Reserve, and Licut. Harry eae, 2 Air Corps, 


were visitors at the Depot from Love Field, Dallas, Texas, on September 24th. 
Warrant Officer Arthur R. Trabold was app to poy at this Depot, 
arriving here on Sentember 17th froma leave of absence on completion of his 


tour of foreign service in the Mawaiian Department. 
Licut. Morris A. Schellhardt, Air Corps Reserve, completed a 14 days' tour 
of active duty at this Depot on September 25th 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., Octover 10th. 





Rockwell Ficla's latest deserters from the bachelor ranks - 2nd Lieut. 

J.E. Mallory, Air Corms Reserve, and 2nd Lieut. Norman H. Ives, Air Corps Reserve, 
and their brides of a few weeks, were guests of honor of the officers of this 
post at a reception and dance held in the Officers! Club on the evening of 
October 6th. Beautiful sterling silver hagas pitchers, wedding gifts from the 
officers of Rockwell Field, were presented to the newlyweds. Lieut. Mallory was 
married at Santa Rosa and Licut. Ives at tos Angeles. 

The. Navy morring mst, which has lonc been a dangercus obstacle on Rockwell 
Field, has beer? removed and the field cleared on that end of North Island. 
Operations of tactical units here made the removal necessary. 

Tne first class of the scheduled Officers! Troo» School, Rockwell Field,for 
the period October 1, 1928, to Jurc 1, 1929, was held on October 8th. Lieut. R. 
Baez, Jr., conductec the class in armarent and aerial gunnery. 

Lieut.-Col. Frank L. Griffin, Corps Area Signal Officer,accompanied by Mr. 
Wm. L. Winner, Assistant Radic Engineer, Signal Service at Large, visited Rockrel] 
Field the latter vart of September for purpose of inspecting Signal Corps ‘proper- 
ty and making such changes as deemed neccssary, in the commnication system of the 
post. <A schedule of radio transmission was arrenged between Rockwell, March 
Field and Los Angeles, and several changes in the radio equipment were made as a 


result of Colonel Griffin's visit. 
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Congre .sman Allen J, Furlow, of Mimmescsa, piloted by Licut. Wm. N. Amis, 
A.C., arrived at Rockwell Field Sept. 2lst, and -denarted for March Field the 
following day. Mr. Furlow is the svonsor for the "Furlow Bill". 

Wing Cormander T.G, Hetherington, British R.A.F., Air Attache to the British 
meeay wes a recent vis:tor at this post. 

ir. H.ii, Hunter, Ammniticn Forcman, 9th Corps Area, arrived at this post 
October Sth to mace a goreral insnection of the ammunition storage conditions. 

Major P.E.. Van Nostrand, A.C., Commanding Officer of Iwce Field, Hawaii, 
and Captain Lowell H. Smith, formor Uhief Ingineer of the Rockwoll Air Depot,now 
Stationed. at Iuke Ficid, were reccnt visitors at this vost. 

Major H. J. Houghton, Chief Engineer of the Rockwell Air Depot, and Licut, 
C.P.. Kane, Depot Supply Officer of the Roclwell Air Depot, left October 10th by 
rail for Wright Ficld, Dayton, 0., to attend the animal Engineering and Sup»ly 
Conference at the Nateriel Division. 

A very successful bridge party was.aeld at the Officers! Club, Rockwell 
' Field, the evening of October 2nd. The guests included practically all the offi- 
cers of Rockwell Field and their wives. Mrs. E.C. Black and Mrs. H.R. Baxter 
were hostesses. Ime to the increasing vooularity of bridge, regular parties are 
being: planned, and the ladies of the post will act as hostesses in rotation. 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone, Sent. 20th. 





Shortly after the announcement of the marriage of Licut. G.C. McDonald and 
Miss Ann Brown Kimberly, on Saturday, August 25, 1928, the bride and groom ar- 
rived at this station. They were met at the docks by the band and all of the 
officers of France Field, and were given a regular Air Corps take-off on the Non- 
Stop Flight of Matrimony. The McDonald family haven't moved on the post as yet, 
but it is expected they will be given a regular old fashioned chivaree when they 
do. 

Lieut. Cluck devarted from this station Sept. drd for leave of absence in 
the Urited States and reassignment upon expiration thereof to Wright Field. It. 
Cluck is certainly missed by all personnel of the command, as he is a very active 
Air Corps officer and is well liked by everyone with whom he comes in contact. 
Wait until "Jimmie" tells his fish stories! Ask him what to do with an 8-foot 

shark, 

Lieut. King also left this station Sept. grd for leave of absence in the 
United States, and since that date notification has been received to the effect 
that he has sent in his resignation from the service, No doubt his resignation 
will be approved by the President, and,the event it is, the Air Corps will lose 
a very fine young officer ard an excellen it pursuit pilot. 

A hunting party consisting of a Sgts. Haney and Iucy, Tech. Sgt.Baxter 
and Staff Sgts. King, Kirby and Musick, wont up into the interior of the Republic 
of Panama to Don Arias' Rancho, where they enjoyed excellent hunting for five 
days. The rancho is used’ by Don dries es a svmmor resort and, although it is 60 
miles from nowhere, he has the y,lace fixed uy with clectric lights furnished by 
his own lighting plant, running water niped all over the place, and the thatch- 
covered huts furnished with un-to-date furniture, including wicker. From all in 
formation obtainec from the hunting party, it was practically impossible for them 
to realize that they were actually in the jungles on a hunting trin in view of 
the fact that they had all the corforts of home instead of having to “rough it" 
as they expected to do. 

Several cross-couutry trips to David, Republic of Panama, were made during 
the month by the 7th Observation Squadron and the 25th Bombardhnent Squadron 
which incluced four trips with the ambulance plane for the purpose of ferrying 
sick people to the hospital in Panama City. 

The 7th Observation Squadron obsorved their Organization Day on Sept. 8th 
by having a Squadron Field Meet in the Colon Baseball Park. The field meet in- 
dluded pitching horseshoes, boxing, foot races, baseball, etc., and lasted until 
12:00 noon. Beer and sandwiches kept the personnel from starving after the 
finish of the mect. There was a full attendance of officers and men, and a good 
time was enjoyed by all. 

Lieut. Glen C. Jamison is receiving the congratulations of the officers of 
the post on his recent promotion to the grade of lst Lieutenant. 

Lieut. Robert T. Zane, commonly known by his intimate friends as "Bob", 
having failed to obtain his third extension for duty in this Department, was 
scheduled to leave for the United States for reassignment to Selfridge Field on 
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September 27th. In commenting on the disapproval of his application by the War 
Department, one of the officers was heard to say that no doubt he was under the 
influence of ether, and probably that was the reason why his explanations for 
desiring such an extension was questioned by the War Department and his request 
refused. After five years here he has made many friends, and everyone will be 
sorry to see him leave. 

Colonel Fierro, who flew from Mexico to Panama recently, landing at Albrook 
Field, ferried his plane to France Field on September llth for a complete over- 
hauling. The work was started immediately by his own mechanic, assisted by 
mechanics of the field, and was completed on Sentemdber 17th. During his stay.on 
this side, Colonel Fiorro was the guest of Frence Field. 

On September 1*th the officers and ladies of France Field held a reception 
in honor of Colonel Fierro, All post cowmamers, their staffs and ladies were 
guests at the recention, also prominent civilians on the Atlantic side. The 
yisitor left for his home station in Mexico City on Sept. 18th. The following 
letter of commendation was received from the Mexican Legation; addressed to 
Major-General Malin Craig, Department Commander; 

"In the name of Lieut.-Colonel Fierro and in my own, I come to express my 
most expressive thanks for the many attentions and facilities that were given 
him during his stay here by you and other high officers of the United States 
Army stationed in the Canal Zone. 

Lieut.-Colonel Fierro charczed me exnressly to convey to you his apprecia- 
tion for the care and attention given the 'Lower California No. 2', both at 
Albrook Field and France Field, where he was allowed all kinds of facilities to 
repair his monoplane and to renlace some broken parts. 

I seize this opportunity to reiterate to you the assuranco of my attentive 
consideration. 

RAFAEL FUENTES JR. 
Charge D'frfaires of Mexico." 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, October 17th. 





The Air Corps Primary Flying School at this field has enrolled, for the 
Noveriber lst Class, 77 student officers from the last graduating class at West 
Point. The new student officers have all reported and are now in the midst of 
their ground school instruction. 

Lieut. Max F. Schnoider has taxen over the duties of Assistant Director of 
Ground School, relieving lst Lieut. J.C. Kennedy, who is leaving for the 
Philippine Islands. 

Lieuts. A.H. Rick and D.M. Ramsey ferried two PT-1's from the San Antonio 
Air Depot to Bolling Field, Washington, D.C. These pilots left on October 10th 
and carried as passengers Privates Taylor and Strief, who traveled as far as 
Chamite Field, Rantoul, Ill. Upon their return, Lieuts. Rich and Ramsey were to 
ferry two DH4M-2P planes from Bolling Field to Kelly Field. While in Washington 
these two officers paid a brief visit to the Office Chief of Air Corps to meet 
old friends and acquaintances. 

Lieuts. C.E. Branshaw and EW. Raley left for Wright IT.cld to attend the 
Engineering Officers and Supply Officers Conference held there this month. 

Lieut. Harvey F. Dyer ferried a DH4M-2P from Maxwell Field to Kelly Field 
on October 4th. 

Licut. J.C. Denniston ferried a DH4M-2P from the Fairfield Air Depot to 
Kelly Field on Sentember 25th. 

Lieut. James Flannery is Acting Air Corps Supply Officer during the tempo- 
rary absence of lst Lieut. B.7. Raley. 

Due to "inherent flying ability" seven Flying Cadets left the School durin; 
the past week. At. the present time 91 student officers and 94 cadets are under 
instruction. 

Master Sergeant J.L. Yauzh, 46th School Squadron, Brooks Field, was ordered 
to report to the Commanding Officer, Flying Cadet Detachment, for the November 
lst Class, to take training in grade. Staff Sergeant Snowden from Kelly Field 
is troining in grade with the July lst Class. — 

The football season is on, and Brooks Field started practicing about Sept. 
lst with 2nd Lieut. Simonton, former West Poiut star, as head coach. Coach 
Simonton should put a fine team into the field with the material he has avail- 
mile, augnented by a coaching staff boasting such former West Point and All- 
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American stars as "Light Horse Harry" Wilson, Art Meehan, Norris 35. Harbeld, 
Samel R. Brentnall, LaVerne G. Saunders, Truman H. Landon and Emmett O'Donnel. 
Wilson and Meehan, coaching the backfield, have developed three fine tacks, 
"Red" Deford, quarterback; Harrington, fullback, and Hughes, halfback. Yarbold 
and Brentnall have had a harder time with the end ‘positions, as most of the 
applicants are green material, but with a little more time they will have tie 
positions filled nicely. Saunders, Landon and O'Donnel are working on the line 
and have turned out a plunging offense with Hargrove at center and Flesher at 
tackle showing up exceptionally well. 

On October 7th Brooks Field played the San Pedro Tigers at Garrett Field, 
San Antonio, and defeated thom 7 to 0. The team did well on defense, but offense 
was weak within scoring distance. DeFord made the score on a quarterback sneak 

_and Hughes gained many yards on line plunges. The entire line showed up well on 
defense. 

On Saturday, October 13th, the team went to Kerrville, Texas, for their 
second practice garie of the season, With Schreiner Institute as opposition they 
came out on the short end of a 19 to O score. According to the coaches, defeat 
was due to the superior condition of the Institute players. Total number of 
first downs was equal. Biooks Ficld completed 10 forward passes out of 17 
attempts. Defense was decidedly weak during the first haif, all tackles being 
made by the backfield. Hargrove, Harbold and DeFord pleyed well throughout the 
game and held Schreiner Institute to a lower score than any other team has been 
able to do this season. 


Bolling Field, Anacostia, D.C., October 15th. 





Bolling Field formally opened its new Gymnasium on the evening of October 
9th with a smoker. lunch was served to all officers and enlisted men of the post 
and their visitors at 6:00 O'clock in the Mess Hall. The excellent eats providcd 
by Mess Sergeant Joseph J.*Stein were washed down rith copious draughts of near 
beer. 

During the serving of lunch the post orchestra furnished excellent msic,and 
again later in the evening, after the adjournment to the Gym, The doors of the 
gymnasium were’ thrown open at 7:00 o'clock, and all the seats were quickly filled. 
The boxing staricod promptly at 8:00 o'clock, with a battle royal put on dy four 
colored boys from Anacostia.. 

The tatent for the six S-round exhibition bouts was supplied by the men sta- 
tioned at the field, and’a troop of fighters introduced by Goldie Ahearn, ex- 
light-weigh: champion of the A. E.F., who is now a local trainer. ‘he mest inter- 
esting bout cf the evening was undoubtedly that put on by Bobby Goldstein and 
Sailor DeLacey 

A vacant neunee with approximately 20,000 feet af floor space has beer turn- 
ed into a medern, well-heated gymnasium which can be used ‘throughout the year. 

Courts nave been laid out for handball, volley ball, indoor baseball, basket 
ball and squash on one side of the gymnasium, while on the opposite side is the 
attendant's office, dressing rooms and showers. On top of the dressing rooms a 
gallery has been built for the use of the spectators. 

At the conclusion of the bouts, Major Howard C. Davidson, post commander, ar- 
nounced that tke gymnasium was now open for the use of all members of the command 
and also extended the use of the Gym to those stationed at the Naval Air Staticn. 

It is hoped that during the coming winter mich use will be made of this 
gymnasium ané that many games may be obtained with visiting teams. 

A dressing room has been fitted up in the Officers' Club for the use of any 
ladies desiring to make use of the gymnasium. 

Equipment for use in any of the sports may be had from the Gym attendant for 
a small zee. 

This gymnasium will fill a long felt want on this post, as the winte> month: 
have been practically devoid of any athletic entertainment for either officers or 
men. 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., September 7th, 





. Flight B, 2nd Observation Squadron: Members of this organization are 
anxiously awaiting the delivery of the new Douglas O2-E's. Six of them and five 
new light bombers arrived lately on the Transport MEIGS. 

Headquarters, 4th Conmosite Group: Cantaiu Charles A. Pursley is temporari) 
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in command of Camp Nichols and is the Executive Officer for the 4th Composite 
Group, Air Corps, having relieved Major Kilner, who is traveling in China and 
Japan. 

Sergeant Wirth, our Mess Sergeant, has decided to return to the States after 
fifteen years in the Philippine Islands. 

Private Louis D. Garton, formerly of this organization, reenlisted in the 
10th Signal Corps Company. Why leave the Air Corps, Garton? 

Promotions were few this month, Private, lst Cl., Kerr being promoted to 
Specialist , 5th Class, and Private John-J. Stibal to Specialist, 6th Class. 

66th Service Squadron: Captain George L. Usher, Commanding Officer of the 
Squadron, is on 30 days' leave of absence, having left on the U.S.1.T. GOLD STAR 
for Chinese ports. During his absence, lst Licut. Earl S. Hoag has assumed 

nd. 

The inter-post ten pin bowling teams brought out some good material. At 





. present the squadron is leading by a good margin, and it is hoped that we can kee; 


the good work up. 

28th Bombardment Sqadron: lst Licut. Corley P. McDarment, who has been 
touring the Southern Islands of the Philiopine Archipelago the past month,reports 
a very interesting trip. Lieut. McDarment leaves us on the sailing of the next 
transport, having received orders assigning him to Langley Field. 

The Philippine Islands »ossess attractive qualities, as can be seen from: the 
applications for extension of forcign service tours. Ten enlisted men of this 
squadron have applied for extension. 

- Master Sergeant Fred Kelly left August end on a ninety-day furlough to visit 
China and Japan. Upon expiration of this furlough he will report to March Field 
where he has been assigned to duty. 

It was with a fecling of regret that the squadron learned of the injuries 
sustained by Staff Sergeant Emil G. Schmolka, when the Martin Bomber in which he 
was a passenger mide a forced landing in a rice field one mile south of Calumpit, 
Bulacan. While flying at an altitude of 1,000 feet, motor trouble developed,and 
Lieut. Anderson, the pilot, was forced to pick a place to land. The plane hit a 
ditch, turned over on its back and caught fire. Sergeant Schmolka received a 
fractured skull and internal injuries. The latest reports from Sternber:: 
General Hospital. indicate a fair chance of his recovery. Privates Robert Baker 
and William Dickinson also were passengers. The former escaped without injury, 
while the latter suffered a sprained wrist. 

6th Photo Section: The personnel of this Section was kept busy this month 
with laboratory work pertaining to the Northern coast of Iuzon. Inasmuch as the 
supply of aerial film was nearly exhausted on this project and the rainy season 
has set-in, very little aerial photography has been done. 

Lieut. Goddard returned from three weeks! detached service in the Southern 
Islands. 

Staff Sergeant Patterson was discharged on the 18th and "re-upped" on the 
19th. He leaves the Section on the October Transport, going to the Photo Section 








at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 


Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I., Sept. 7th. 
ord Pursuit Squadron; The dry season is still on around Clark Field. 








- Some of the new officers are questioning the fact that there is a rainy season 


here. 

Bombing and ground target practice with some pursuit tactics thrown in have 
been the routine work for the pilots. Worthy of mention is the fact that the 
last wooden DH in the Philippine Department, if not in the U.S. Army Air Corps, 
was ‘dismantled and washed out this month. 


Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., Sent. 7th. 





8ND Observation Squadron: The month of August was quiet and uneventful. 
Rumors of the Squadron moving to Camp Michols recur with alarming frequency, but 
we haven't started packing up yet. 

Lieut. and Mrs. Meloy are scattering pesos through China right now. They 
sailed on the GOLD STAR for a six weeks! trip. “ 

Lieut. Dunlap is cormanding the end Observation idan during the absence 





of Lieut. narra 
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San Antonio Air Denot, Duncan Field, Texas, October 19. 





' The Hon. Allen J. Farlow, Representative in Congress from Minnesota, recent. 
ly visited this Depot and inspected its operations, while on an air tour of the 
country to gather first- hand information of the various military and cormercial 
aviation activities from the more important Air Corps establishments and commer 
cial airplane factories of the United States. Congressman Furlow appeared great- 
ly pleased with the work of the various Air Corps activities in this vicinity. 

Major-General Charles P. Summerall, Chief of Staff of the Army, visited this 
Depot October l2th, during his tour of inspection of the military centers of this 
section, accompanied by Brig.—General Albert J. Howley, Commanding General of the 
8th Corps Area, and Brig.-General Frank P. Lahm, Commanding General of the Air 
Corps .Training Center. 

On October Sth the Depot was visited by General Eduardo Hay, Under-Secretary 
of Commumications of the Regublic of Mexico, with Lieut. Iwis Boyer, Chief of the 
Mexican Air Mail Pilots, accompanies by Brigadier-Generals Albert J. Bowley, 
Frank P. Lahm and Major Robert J. Halpin, G2 of Hqrs. 8th Corps Area. General 
Hay, who arrived October 3rd for a visit in San Antonio, aboard the first Mexican 
air mail plane (piloted by Lieut. Boyer) of the new International Air Mail Lime 
between the United States and Mexico, is intensely interested and active in the 
promotion of mtual aviation interests between his country and the United States, 
and is particularly desirous of seeing the eventual establishment of a great Pan- 
American airway linking the United States with all the Latin-American nations. 

Captain Willis H. Hale, of the Office Chief of Air Corps, on a tour of in- 
spection of the Visual Inspection System at various Air Corps Stations, was a 
visitor at this Depot from September 29th to October 2nd for that purpose. He 
was assisted in this inspection by Tech. Sgt. Christian E. Petersen, of Bolling 
Field. 

Mr. Cornelius G. Loose, Technical Assistant, of the Field Service Section, 
Air Corns Materiel Division, Wright Field, visited the Depot the first part of 
October on temporary duty for conferences in the matter of supply requirements 
and maintenance questions. 

During October the Depot lost two of its officers, ordered to other sta- 
tions. Lieut. Harry 4. Halverson, who has been with us for approximately the 
last three years, left here on the 13th for leave of absence, visiting in 
California, prior to his transfer on Dec. 13th to March Field. Lieut. James E, 
Duke, Jr., on duty at this Depot since July, 1925, was transferred to Selfridge 
Field October lst, departing on that date for a short leave of absence to make 
the trip to that station by automobile. The personnel of this Depot, and the 
numerous friends of these two officers in this vicinity, greatly regret their 
departure and wish them every success at their new posts of duty. 

Captain Joseph W. Timmons, Jr., QMC, was welcomed October 2nd as a new mem 
ber of this command, being trens#ferved from Fort Bliss, Texas, for duty as 
Quartermaster at this Depot. 

Lieut. AW. Vanaman, Chief Engineer Officer of the Depot, returned October 
2nd from a three months! leave of absence, visiting in the East. 

Lieuts. R.V. Ignico and A.S. Albro, of this Depot, left Sctober 14th to 
attend the annual Engineering and Sunply Conference held at the Headquarters of 
the Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright Field. 

Major John N. Reynolds, Commanding Officer of Mitchel Field, accorded this 
Depot the pleasure of a brief informal visit on Octoher 17th while passing throug 
this vicinity. 

Lieut. Leland R. Hewitt, on duty with the Organized Reserves at Little Rock, 
Ark., was a visitor here October 17th and 18th to obtain a PT-1, which he 
ferried back to his activity. 

Among our mumber at the present time are two members of the Air Reserve: 
Captain George R. Gaenslen, Air Reserve, of San Antonio, who is on 14 days! 
active duty training, beginning Oct. 17th, and who is on familiar ground with us, 
having previously had three periods of active duty at the Depot; and Lieut. 
William D. Herring, of Amarillo, Texas, who is availing himself of thirty days' 
instruction and training on inactive status, beginning October 8th. 

Mr. C.0. Wetherell, for a number of years clerk in charge of the Givilian 
Personnel Section of Depot Headquarters, was recently transferred to the Rockwell 
Air Depot, Coronado, Calif. As an efficient employee of long service, and as a 
leader in all civilian welfare, social, and athletic activities at this Depot,Mr. 
Wetherell was a familiar and esteemed figure in our midst, and on his departure 
for his new station on September 20th was the recipient of sincere expressions 
from all of regret for his leaving us and wishes for his contimed success. 
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During th: splendid and. colorful Amal Convention of the American Legion 
which was held in San Antonio during the week beginning October Cth, many of the 
Legionnaires paid sightseeing visits to this Depot as one of the points of inter 
est of the city. Several of them were particularly interested in revisiting the 
scene of their activities here during the memorable days of the War when this 
Tepot was the old original "Kelly Field No. 1." 

ne Engineering Devartnent of this Tepot overhauled and repaired the follow- 
ing airplanes and engines during the month of September, 1926: Airplanes ,- 
2 DH4iH1, 1 DEtM2, 3 LH4MeT, 11 FR1, 1 AT4, 1 NBS-1, 1 02, 5 O2-C, 3 O2-H, 
1 62-J, 1 02-4, 1 G2, 1 G1, Total, 32 airplanes, Engines,- 47 Liberty, 
7 Wright-E, 4 Wright D4, 1 Wri¢cht J-5, 2 Curtiss D-12, Total, 61 engines. 
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